
1 

 
 

 
    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, May 2: Dinner Symposium with 

Cristina Sánchez-López and Theresa Young 
Co-authors of the new book: Key Concepts for the Language Classroom: 

Focus on Special Education Needs 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

Celebrating  
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   Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
    252 Bloor Street West (St. George subway station) 
   Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 
Friday, May 3, 2019  

 

 New Format for 
2019: 

Three Workshop 
Sessions Each Day! 
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Hard copy conference programs will not be 
available at this year’s conference.  Please feel 
free to download the Conference Program to your 
personal device or print a hard copy and bring it to 
the conference.   

Program Overview for Thursday, May 2, 2019 
 

Time Event 

 

8:00 AM       

 

Registration                                              OISE Library – Main Floor 

 

           9:00 AM - 

              10:20 AM      

 

Morning Workshops: 1A – 14A 
 
 

 
FEATURED SESSION:  LEARNING TO SUPPORT ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE LEARNERS: TAKING UP THE QUEST 

 

10:00 AM 

 

Publishers’ Display (2nd Floor) and Refreshment Break (served on 

various floors) 

 

11:00 AM – 

12:20 PM   

 

Morning Workshops: 1B – 14B   

 

FEATURED SESSION: A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS: 

USING VISUALS TO SUPPORT ELLS IN THE CONTENT AREAS 

 

 

12:20 PM 

 

Lunch Break:  

You may wish to visit one of the nearby restaurants on Bloor Street and 

surrounding area.  

The Publishers’ Display will be open during the lunch break. 

 

  1:40  –   3:00 PM 

Afternoon Workshops: 1C – 14C 

 

FEATURED SESSION: PANEL DISCUSSION: SUPPORTING ELLS 

THROUGH MULTI-LEVEL LEADERSHIP  

 

3:00 – 4:00 PM  

 

Publishers’ Display                                                      Second Floor  

 

4:00 – 7:30 PM 

 
Dinner Symposium – TICKET REQUIRED  
 
Cristina Sánchez-López & Theresa Young, authors of Key Concepts 
for the Language Classroom:  Focus on Special Education Needs 
 
Room 2-212 (2nd floor), Followed by Dinner in the OISE Library  
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CELEBRATING LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY – Workshop Descriptions 

 

Session 
# 

 

Thursday, May 2, 2019   (9:00 AM – 10:20 AM)   SESSION A 
 

 
Title 

 
Audience 

 
Presenter(s) 

 
Description 

1A 

 

FEATURED SESSION 

 
Learning to Support 
ELLs: Taking up the 
QUEST 

 

ALL 
 

Jeff Bale, 
Antoinette 
Gagné, Julie 
Kerekes, Katie 
Brubacher, 
Mama Nii Owoo, 
Shakina 
Rajendram & 
Wales Wong 
OISE, University 
of Toronto 

In this workshop, we will focus on several strands of a 3-year research 
study involving a new mandatory course on supporting English learners 
designed for K-12 teacher candidates.  
 
The first strand involves a case study of this stand-alone course required for 
all candidates in Ontario’s only master’s level teacher-education program. It 
draws on observations, interviews with teacher candidates, artefacts of their 
written work, and instructors’ teaching materials to explore how candidates 
understand course content relative to their own aspirations as future 
teachers.  
 
Another strand reports the initial findings from a pedagogical content-
knowledge test that assesses what candidates learned about supporting 
English learners over their two-year pre-service program.  
 
The third strand broadens our perspectives to include the voices of 
teachers, curriculum leaders, and teacher educators from elsewhere in 
Ontario. This strand analyzes interviews with these educators about their 
experiences supporting English learners in schools and what they believe 
pre-service candidates should know and be able to do upon entering the 
classroom. 
 

The session will be interactive as we want to hear the perspectives of 
participants on the enduring questions regarding what all teachers need to 
know about supporting ELLs and how we can support their learning.  

2A 

 
Supporting ELLs: A Collaborative 
Approach 

 
Elementary 

 
Susan Hind & Ellen 
Lee 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
Come and see how to plan, implement and assess a unit of study in collaboration with 
classroom teachers. This practically focused session is ideal for ESL Resource teachers 
who support ELLs in the core classroom. ESL teachers are encouraged to attend together 
with a classroom teacher partner.  
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3A 

 
ESL, STEAM and 21st Century 
Learning: Building on English 
Language Learners’ Strengths 

 
Elementary 

 
Shama Sher & 
Harmeet Jha 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
STEAM is a transdisciplinary approach that incorporates a wide variety of knowledge and 
skills for problem-solving. One of the main goals of STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts and Math) is to prepare students to solve authentic problems through 
innovation, creativity, critical thinking, effective communication and collaboration.  This 
session will help you bring out the best in your ELLs through the beauty of STEAM. 

4A 

 
Media Apps and 21st Century Skills 
for the English Language Learner 

 
Elementary 

 
Matthew Webbe, 
Shevaun Ang & 
Salima Karim 
Toronto District 
School Board 

Maximize the power of iPads to reach your ELLs in meaningful ways! This session will cover 
strategies for integrating iPads into the classroom. We will focus on a selection of media 
apps that can be modified for use at all Steps. These effective apps provide an opportunity 
for students to practice oral fluency in authentic ways through problem solving so that we not 
only bridge the language gap, but also scaffold the learning of 21st century skills such as 
collaboration, critical thinking, and communication.  

5A 

 
Experiential Learning and English 
Language Learners 

 
Grades  
7 - 12 

 
Chana Boxer & 
Sylwia Halas 
Toronto District 
School Board 
 
 

Have you ever wanted to take your ELLs outside, but didn’t know how to start or where to 
go? This presentation will highlight the need for English language learners to have 
experiential learning opportunities. Participants will be provided with take-away packages to 
some of the GTA’s many wonderful learning destinations.  Please bring your own device to 
this session. 

 6A 

 
LEAPing into the Language 
Experience Approach! 
 
 
 
 

 
Grades  
7 - 12 

 
Kaila O’Callaghan 
Algoma District 
School Board 

This workshop highlights the Language Experience Approach as a way to meet the literacy 
needs of students in intermediate and secondary ELD programs. We’ll share the research 
behind this approach and our model for implementing it in our classrooms. You’ll get to learn 
from our successes and failures and you’ll have access to resources we’ve found and 
created. 

7A 

 
No More Media-ocre Media! 
 
 

 
Secondary  

 
Jennifer 
Freudenthal & 
Nancy Soni 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
Podcasts, memes and short animations are just some of the ways to get students using 
technology and learning English at the same time.  Join us for ready-to-use activities and 
assessment tasks which incorporate a variety of media to engage your ELLs. We will provide 
you with low and high tech strategies to capture the attention of beginner to advanced 
English language learners. 

8A 

 
Enhancing English Language 
Learners’ Language Skills and 
Intercultural Awareness through 
Annotated Film Clips 
 

 
Secondary  

 
Jia Li  
University of Ontario 
Institute of 
Technology 

 
It is critical for ELLs to learn English in a culturally rich context, providing multimodal input to 
support their comprehension and communication skills.  Research has shown that 
cinematography can be used to achieve these purposes.  This workshop showcases a 
language intervention project carried out in collaboration with UC Berkeley that aims to 
enhance ELLs’ language skills and intercultural awareness in an innovative and engaging 
way through annotated film clips. Key instructional strategies for the project using film clips 
from the Berkeley Language Center will be introduced.  
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9A 

 
Culturally and Linguistically 
Responsive Classrooms 

 
All 

 
Sonja Grcic-Stuart 
Halifax Regional 
Centre for Education 

 
What do you do to create a culturally and linguistically responsive classroom culture that 
meets your students’ needs? Participants in this workshop will explore what it takes to build 
classrooms that are culturally and linguistically responsive. 

10A 

 
“Linguascaping” the City: A 
Teacher’s Guide to Understanding 
Linguistically Complex Urban 
Places and Spaces 

 
All 

 
Dejan Ivković, 
Natasha Nguyen & 
Lurd Shamon 
University of Toronto 
and York University 

 
This hands-on workshop will prepare teachers to implement the “linguascaping heuristic 
model” (LHM), the purpose of which is to analyze multilingual messages and contexts in 
urban areas. Participants will adopt the LHM through a set of individual and group tasks, 
followed by a video and/or pictorial prompt.  The workshop will culminate in the production of 
comic strips using ComicLife 3. 

 11A 

 
Expressive Arts, Trauma & Literacy 

 
All 

 
Sharon Newmaster 
Waterloo Region 
District School 
Board 
& Christine Mayor 
Wilfred Laurier 
University 
 

 
Led by a drama therapist specializing in trauma and an ELD expert, this hands-on workshop 
will offer trauma-informed arts exercises that can be used right away in your classroom to 
create powerful student identity texts that support literacy development and student 
engagement. Participants will learn how the arts can help students who have experienced 
trauma connect with one another, build trust, and increase communication in the classroom. 

12A 

 
Fascinated by the Brain and 
Learning 

 
All 

 
Vesna Nikolic 
Queen’s University 

 
Attend this presentation and explore the implications of brain research on language learning 
and teaching practices.  Learn about neuroplasticity and the gendered brain. We will discuss 
the impact of technology on the brain, and explore how to cater to “iBrains”. Finally, learn 
how to care for your own, most precious software.   

13A 

 
Using Technology and STEP to 
Support English Language 
Learners 

 
All  

 
Atala Andratis 
Grand Erie DSB  
& Christina 
Maschas-
Hammond 
PVNCCDSB 

 
This workshop will explore the different digital resources available to Ontario educators to 
help them differentiate their instruction for English language learners using STEP as a tool in 
their classrooms. Attendees will have the opportunity to learn about or refresh their 
understanding of various digital tools and how those tools can support Universal Design for 
Learning (UDL) and differentiated instruction.  Please bring your own device. 

14A 

 
Supporting our Non-Status 
Students 

 

 
All 

 
Sarah Vance 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
What is life like for students living without immigration status? What are their education 
rights? How can we promote well-being, equity, and achievement for one of the most 
marginalized groups of kids in our schools? Get ready to participate in some myth-busting 
and practical strategizing! 
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PARKING! 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:   
 

Limited public pay-parking is available in the OISE/UT 
underground parking garage.  Please consider using public 
transit or car-pooling and parking off-site.  OISE/UT is directly 
accessible from the St. George subway station. 
 
For information about municipal and University of Toronto 
parking see  
https://parking.greenp.com/find-parking  
or http://map.utoronto.ca/marker/o.i.s.e.-parking-garage  

 

https://parking.greenp.com/find-parking
http://map.utoronto.ca/marker/o.i.s.e.-parking-garage
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CELEBRATING LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY – Workshop Descriptions 
           

 
 
 
 

Session 
# 

 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 (11:00 AM – 12:20 PM) SESSION B 
 

 
Title 

 
Audience 

 
Presenter(s) 

 
Description 

1B 

 

FEATURED SESSION 
 
A Picture is Worth a 
Thousand Words: Using 
Visuals to Support 
Learning in the Content 
Areas 
 

 

ALL 
 

Lynn Farrugia 
Edmonton Public 
Schools 

 

Visual literacy refers to the ability to ‘read” an image: to see, to 
understand, and ultimately think, create, and communicate visual 
information.  Join me to learn some research-supported strategies and 
uses of visuals to support your English language learners in the content 
areas. 

2B 

 
English Language Learners with 
Learning Difficulties: Assessment, 
Identification and Instruction 

 
Elementary 

 
Vicki Adelson 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
This presentation will focus on ELLs who may also have special education needs. We 
will cover evidence-based methods for assessment, identification and programming for 
this unique population. The presentation, led by a Special Education consultant from the 
TDSB, will refer to a published manual which will be shared with attendees. 

3B 

 
Connecting Emotion and Literacy 
Practices with Newcomers’ 
Emerging Print Literacy 

 
Elementary 

 
Katie Brubacher 
OISE, University of 
Toronto 

 
Students who are learning to read and write for the first time associate many strong 
emotions between themselves and their reading and writing. In this workshop, we will 
discuss the experiences of students in ELD programs in elementary schools, looking at 
who they are and how they feel about literacy.  I will share my experiences of working 
with the students to examine their emotions. 

4B 

 
“IEPs” for ESL – Identifying, 
Exemplifying, Programming 

 
Elementary 

 
Rizwan Khan 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
This session looks at how to program and include English language learners as part of 
whole class learning.  We will discuss identifying ELLs with an anti-bias approach; using 
modifications appropriately to program for students; and using a cross-curricular 
approach to address several curriculum areas. Please note: this session is NOT about 
IEPs for English language learners.  

5B 

 
Welcoming ELLs into French 
Language Programs 
 

 
Elementary 

 
Sally Morin & Catrine 
Macdonald 
Thames Valley District 
School Board 

 
Participation in French as a Second Language programs benefits all students. This 
workshop will examine the research that supports the inclusion of English language 
learners in FSL programs. It will also explore a variety of strategies which support ELLs 
in FSL. 
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6B 

 
Fonniks and Wurd Uhtack Stradijys 
 
 

 
Secondary 

 
Elaine Burgess & 
Stephanie Rotskas 
Hamilton Wentworth 
District School Board 
 

 
This presentation provides an exploration of how explicit teaching of phonics and word 
attack skills to secondary English language learners increases independence and 
supports language acquisition in all domains. Practical strategies for classroom 
implementation will be shared.  

7B 

 
Rehearsal Space: A Tableau Unit 
in the ESL Classroom 
 
 

 
Secondary 

  
Kristin Chan 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
The “Rehearsal Space” series returns with a look at using drama as a tool for students 
to build confidence, teamwork, and communication skills.  This workshop will focus on a 
simplified and accessible Tableau Unit for ELLs to tell the story of their journey to 
Canada and/or their new life here in a fun and collaborative environment.  

8B 

 
Guided Writing in ELD Classes, 
from Implementation to 
Assessment 

 
Secondary 

 
Meera Desai & 
Wajiha Bhatti 
Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
 

 
Teaching explicit guided writing strategies can be challenging but is critical for our ELD 
students. Join us to learn about guided writing in secondary ELD classes. Find out how 
we use targeted writing strategies, have clear benchmarks for writing at various ELD 
levels, and assess writing ability for progression.  

9B 

 
Welcome to the TDSB Newcomer 
Reception Centres! 

 
Secondary 
 

 
Janet Jundler, Emma 
Martin & Lori Rillie 
Toronto District 
School Board 
 

 
This session is an interactive workshop describing the process of welcoming and 
assessing TDSB newcomer secondary school students as well as Grade 8 newcomers 
transitioning to high school.  

10B 

 
Leveraging Technology to Promote 
Independence and Accelerated 
Learning in an ESL Classroom 
 

 
All 

 
Jana Boglevsky 
Hamilton Wentworth 
District School Board 

 
This session will demonstrate how technology can be used to implement innovative 
literacy programming to promote the independence and accelerated language learning 
of English language learners. Student work samples will showcase how students use 
digital tools to develop their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. Tools 
highlighted: Flipgrid, Adobe Spark, Book Creator, Notability, Explain Everything, 
Keynote, Text to Speech, and Quizlet.  

11B 

 
Exploring Identities through 
Multimodal Learning and Teaching 
in our Classrooms 

 
All 

 
Carol Doyle-Jones & 
Kathleen McGrath 
Niagara University 

 
How do we build community in our classrooms? This workshop explores resources and 
activities that support successful learning opportunities, particularly for our multilingual 
learners. From integrating culturally responsive and relevant pedagogy to examining the 
capacities of language, we will explore student identities through multimodal learning 
and teaching.  

 

12B 

 
Digital Storytelling: A Community-
based Approach to Enhance 
Academic Language Skills for 
Indigenous English Language 
Learners  

 
All 

 
Jia Li 
University of Ontario 
Institute of Technology 

 
This workshop presents a comprehensive analysis of teaching practice and research 
studies using digital storytelling through a collective community effort to enhance the 
academic language skills of Indigenous students, many of whom learn English as a 
second language. The epistemological assumptions of the nature of Indigenous 
knowledge and the relationship between sociocultural theory and academic language 
engagement and acquisition will be discussed. Effective instructional strategies gleaned 
from the research will be presented. 
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13B 

 
Cultural Literacy 

 
All 

 
Korina Thomas-
Reynolds 
Toronto District 
School Board 
 

 
In this presentation, we will discuss the importance of cultural literacy for both global 
and Canadian citizenship. We will explore why cultural literacy is imperative for students 
to engage in a global world and to sustain our Canadian mosaic.  

 
14B 

 

 
The Impact of Working with 
Traumatized Students 

 
All 

 
Emma Wilson 
Thames Valley District 
School Board 

 
Not only do teachers witness some of the symptoms of trauma through student 
behaviours, but they are also often the first and sometimes the only adults who students 
talk to about their horrific experiences.  This workshop will uncover the emotional, 
psychological and physical impacts on teachers when we work with students who have 
experienced trauma. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGISTER EARLY:   
 
This year’s new conference format gives attendees the 
opportunity to attend three different workshop sessions per 
day.  Each session time block includes a FEATURED 
SESSION. FEATURED SESSIONS will take place in a large 
room to accommodate more participants. Participants must 
register for all sessions they wish to attend, including 
FEATURED SESSIONS.  
 

Space is very limited in a number of sessions due to room 
capacity. Early registration will help ensure you get your 
preferred session choices.   
 
PLEASE indicate your three choices for each session on your 
Registration Form.   
 
CLEARLY PRINT your email address on your Registration 
Form. 

Register 
Early! 
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CELEBRATING LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY – Workshop Descriptions 

 

Session 
# 

 

Thursday, May 2, 2019  (1:40 – 3:00 PM)  SESSION C 
 

 
Title 

 
Audience 

 
Presenter(s) 

 
Description 

1C 
 
 

 

FEATURED SESSION 
 
Supporting English 
Language Learners 
through Multi-level 
Leadership: A Panel 
Discussion 

 
ALL 

 

Zaiba Beg, 
Jennifer Glass & 
Zheng Xu 
Ontario Ministry of 
Education 
with invited 
panelists from 
across Ontario 

 

Participants are invited to attend this facilitated panel discussion focused on 
enhancing multi-level leadership in support of English language learners in 
Ontario publicly funded schools. Panelists will include leaders from 
professional organizations, school boards, schools and classrooms. This 
panel discussion will be facilitated by representatives from the Ministry of 
Education.  
 
Invited panelists will share and reflect on their leadership journeys, 
successes, challenges and opportunities for changing practice and 
advocating for the learning and growth of diverse English language learners 
in the province. 
 

2C 

 
Thames Valley DSB Revised 
Online Initial Assessment Tools 

 
Elementary 

 
Jeff Darling, 
Jeffery Robinson & 
Natalee Wales 
Thames Valley 
District School 
Board 

 
This is a sharing session about the goals, development and implementation of new 
Elementary Initial Assessment (IA) tools in the Thames Valley District School Board. 
ESL/ELD teachers and Reception Centre staff from other districts can learn about the 
rationale for revising our IA process and tools, and how to provide a more substantial asset-
based assessment for students with interrupted formal schooling (ELD). 

3C 

 
Learning with Scavenger Hunts 

 
Elementary 

 
Keri DeClute & 
Grace Chung 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
Participants will learn how to create and organize a scavenger hunt for students.  The focus 
will be on creating clues to support the practice of targeted language skills for English 
language learners. We will also be exploring how to create and use QR codes for student 
learning. These lessons are the result of a partnering series in the Library/Resource Centre 
between the Teacher-Librarian and ESL/ELD teachers.  

4C 

 
Using Technology to Engage 
English Language Learners in 
Writing 

 
Elementary 

 
Jennifer Hunter 
Dillon 
Thames Valley 
District School 
Board 
 

 
The learning tool, WriteReader, motivates and engages my English language learners as 
they develop their English proficiency. WriteReader enables them to practice their reading, 
writing, speaking and listening skills as they become authors, creating books to share with a 
global community.  Learn more about this tool as you set up your own classroom. Please 
bring your own device to engage in this session. 
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5C 

 
Ensuring Relevant Contexts in 
ESL/ELD Programming 

 
Elementary 

 
Ann Woomert 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
A former ESL/ELD consultant returns to the classroom with a commitment to create a 
learning environment where students in ESL and ELD programs find connections and 
immediate relevance while building their English skills. Come explore a variety of initiatives 
that engage Grade 3 - 8 ELLs, and take home new resources to consider for your own 
students. 

6C 

 
From Surviving to Thriving: Our 
Journey Welcoming Syrian 
Newcomers to ELD Classes 

 
Secondary 

 
Rajaa Al-Abed, 
Ruth Inglis & Bo 
Vladetic 
Thames Valley 
District School  

 
Our small urban secondary school in London, Ontario welcomed approximately 200 
newcomer students from Syria and began to develop our ELD program to meet the needs of 
these students and their families. Join us as we share our journey from the different  but 
interconnected viewpoints of a School Settlement Worker, Vice-principal and a Department 
Head of ELL. 

 7C 

 
The Library as a Learning Hub for 
English Language Learners 
 

 
Secondary  

 
Elizabeth Clarkson 
& Margaret Wood 
Waterloo Region 
District School 
Board 

 
Are you using your school’s library to support your teaching and the learning of your English 
language learners? At Eastwood Collegiate Institute, we have been intentional about 
growing our library resources to support and reflect our school population. We will share 
some of our favourite selections of high-interest resources, activities and supports for 
students from ELDA to ESLE. 

8C 

 
Equity and Inclusion in Secondary 
ELD Assessment and Evaluation 

 
Secondary  

 
Lara Shantz & 
Meera Desai 
Waterloo Region 
District School 
Board 

  
ELD teachers from Eastwood Collegiate Institute in Waterloo Region will share developing 
strategies and practices for assessment and evaluation in our secondary ELD program 
based on principles of equity and inclusion that honour the learning journeys of our amazing 
students.  

9C 

 
NAC1O and English Language 
Learners: Cross-Cultural 
Connections 

 
Secondary 

 
Alexandra 
Waschtschuk 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
This workshop will focus on the profound connections created and learning acquired by 
English language learners in the NAC1O (Expressing Indigenous Cultures through the Arts) 
classroom.  Participants will begin by gathering in a circle around an emblematic rug. They 
will leave with ideas and resources that will inspire them to implement related initiatives in 
their own classrooms.  

10C 

 
The Power of Teacher 
Collaboration and Experiential 
Learning 

 
All 

 
Lisa Boate & 
Denise Cole 
Simcoe County 
District School 
Board 

 
In this session, the facilitators will lead participants through the ELL and Equity professional 
learning journey that helped them to discover the power of experiential learning for teachers. 
For real learning to happen, it is critical that teachers experience what is possible and apply 
that learning to their own context through the creation of an implementation plan. 
Participants will leave with strategies that support authentic and valuable professional 
learning.  

11C 

 
Supporting Muslim Students 

 
All 

 
Sukayna Dewji 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
In this hands-on workshop, participants will familiarize themselves with some of the practices 
of Muslims, followed opportunities to work through school-related scenarios. There will also 
be an opportunity to become familiar with various resources about Islam and Muslims.  
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12C 

 
Empowering Students through 
Education and Creating 
Sustainable Global Change in 
Developing Countries 
 
 
 

 
All 

 
Ziya Shah, Becky 
Thompson & 
Natalia Kostiw 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
Are you curious about teaching in a developing country? Are you interested in integrating 
lessons about social justice/empathy into your daily teaching program? Learn about the 
impact you can make by empowering others through sharing/modelling student-centred 
teaching practices in “majority countries”. Meet three TDSB teachers who have taught in 
“developing countries”. We will present our specific teaching/living experiences in a 
rural village in Dekpor, Ghana. Hear our stories of how we have helped empower this 
community through good teaching practices. You will leave this presentation with a better 
understanding of how you can make a difference through participating in global change. 

13C 

 
Stitching Together Community: The 
Story of World Tailors 

 
All 

 
Donna Teeple & 
Gillian Tyler 
World Tailors 

 
This session will focus on the story of a group of newcomer women in London, Ontario who 
are part of a social enterprise called World Tailors. Through learning to make aprons and 
bags to sell at local businesses and craft sales, these courageous women are building 
language, literacy, financial skills, and a business mindset that allows them to give back to 
their new communities while supporting their families. Many World Tailors have children in 
Thames Valley District schools and mentor these youth through their example of growth 
mindset. 

14C 

 
Using Google Slides to Teach 
Across the Curriculum and Create 
Multilingual Books 

 
All 

 
Jeanette Voaden 
Waterloo Region 
District School 
Board 

 
Come and see how to use Google Slides to teach across the curriculum.  Soon you will be 
creating shared curriculum resources for your students and colleagues and/or creating your 
own multilingual reading texts that reflect your school and community.  Follow the shared 
step-by-step process used to create slideshows that can be taken to the next level and 
printed as posters or books.  

         
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                           
 
 

 
 

New Conference Format: 
3 Workshops Each Day! 

 
Register Early for the 

sessions of your choice 
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FOCUS ON SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS 
 

Thursday Dinner Symposium with 
Cristina Sánchez-López & Theresa Young 

 

 
Oxford Key Concepts for the Language Classroom: Focus on Special Education 
Needs explores the characteristics of effective classroom instruction for language 
learners aged 5-18 with special education needs. The authors will present their 
framework for developing inclusive learning environments which are culturally and 
linguistically responsive and centred on a strengths-based perspective. Research 
studies and examples from the classroom illustrate collaborative practices in action to 
support English language learners with special education needs. 
 
Cristina Sánchez-López is a teacher educator in Chicago at the Illinois Resource 
Centre. Theresa Young is a speech-language pathologist and educator in private 
practice in Parry Sound, Ontario 
 
 

 
 

3-COURSE BUFFET DINNER INCLUDED 

Cash Bar before Dinner 
 

Space is limited.  Please register early! 

 The $55.00 cost of this symposium is in addition to Thursday’s regular registration fee.  Cost includes 
speaker session and buffet dinner. Please indicate your attendance on the registration form and add 

$55.00 to your total. 

Where: Symposium - Room 2-212 
  Dinner - OISE Library 
 
When:  Thursday, May 2nd   
Symposium: 4:00 PM 
Dinner:  6:00 PM 
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Hotels within *walking distance or near OISE, University of Toronto 

 
 

➢ *Anndore House, 15 Charles Street East, Toronto, 416-924-1222 
➢ Bond Place Hotel, 65 Dundas St. E., Toronto, 416-362-6061 
➢ Comfort Inn City Centre, 321 Jarvis St., Toronto, 416-967-6781 
➢ Courtyard by Marriott Toronto Downtown, 475 Yonge St., Toronto, 416-924-0611 
➢ Chelsea Hotel, 33 Gerrard St. W., Toronto, 416-595-1975 
➢ Double Tree by Hilton Hotel Downtown, 108 Chestnut St., Toronto, 416-977-5000 
➢ *Four Seasons Hotel Toronto, 60 Yorkville Avenue, Toronto, 416-964-0411 
➢ Grand Hotel & Suites, 225 Jarvis Street, Toronto, 416-863-9000 
➢ *Hotel 89, 89 Avenue Road, Toronto, 416-964-1220 
➢ *Intercontinental Toronto Yorkville, 220 Bloor Street West, 416-960-5200 
➢ *Kimpton St. George Hotel, 280 Bloor Street West, Toronto 416-968-0010 
➢ Sheraton Centre Toronto, 123 Queen Street West, Toronto, 416-361-1000  
➢ St. James Hotel, 26 Gerrard St. E., Toronto, 416-645-2200 
➢ *Toronto Marriott Bloor Yorkville Hotel, 90 Bloor Street East, Toronto, 416-961-8000 
➢ Town Inn & Suites, 620 Church St., Toronto, 416-964-3311 
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Program Overview for Friday, May 3, 2019 
 

 

Time Event  

 

8:00 AM 

 

Registration                                          OISE Library - Main Floor 

 

 

           9:00 AM – 

         10:20 AM 

Morning Workshops, Session D: 1D – 16D  
 
FEATURED SESSION:  AUTHOR TALK: A REFUGEE FAMILY UP 
CLOSE 
 

 

 

10:20 AM 

 

Publishers’ Display (2nd Floor) and Refreshment Break (served on 

various floors) 

 

              

         11:00 AM –                

         12:20 PM   

Morning Workshops, Session E: 1E – 15E 

 

FEATURED SESSION:  BUILDING BRIDGES TO SUPPORT 

FILIPINO STUDENTS 

 

 

12:20 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Break:  

You may wish to visit one of the nearby restaurants on Bloor Street and 

surrounding area. 

 

The Publishers’ Display will be open during the lunch break and 

will close at 1:40 pm today.  

 

 

 

1:40 PM –  

          3:00 PM 

  

Afternoon Workshops, Session F: 1F – 15F 

 

FEATURED SESSION: FOCUS ON SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS 

FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New Conference Format: 
3 Workshops Each Day! 

 
Register Early for the 

sessions of your choice 
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 CELEBRATING LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY – Workshop Descriptions 

 
 
 

Session 
# 

Friday, May 3, 2019 (9:00 AM – 10:20 AM)    SESSION D 

 
Title 

 
Audience 

 
Presenter(s) 

 
Description 

 
1D 

 

 

FEATURED SESSION 
 

A Refugee Family Up 
Close 

 

ALL 
 
Marsha Forchuk 
Skrypuch 
Canadian 
Children’s Book 
Author 

 

Author Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch discusses her pair of non-fiction books 
about the Ho family’s journey to Canada. In Adrift At Sea: A Vietnamese 
Boy's Story of Survival, 6-year-old Tuan escapes with his mother and older 
sisters by rickety boat. In Too Young to Escape: A Vietnamese Girl Waits to 
be Reunited with Her Family, 4-year-old Van wakes up the next morning to 
discover that she has been left behind as an unwelcome guest with her aunt 
and uncle. 
 

2D 

 
Integrating Technology in the 
ESL Classroom 

 
Elementary 

 
Winnie Chiu, 
Yasmin Hasan & 
Nichola Thompson 
Toronto District 
School Board 
 

 
The presenters will demonstrate how the use of technology in the ESL classroom (such as 
G Suite, iPads, Chromebooks, iMovie, online resources, and digital books) can be a 
springboard for involving newcomer parents to further support their child’s use of technology 
at home (e.g., Google Classroom, Virtual Library). 

3D 

 
Dramatizing Poetry 

 
Elementary 

 
Arpita Ghosal & 
Stephen Dow 
Toronto District 
School Board 

Reading and performing poetry invites students to develop the language skills to negotiate 
meaning, consider perspectives, and work collaboratively.  Participants will: 

• Interact with poetry to promote language acquisition and student voice 

• Discover resources for reading, teaching and appreciating poetry and drama 

• Make connections between language and drama 

• Acquire tools and strategies to use immediately in their classrooms 

4D 

Supporting ELLs in the 
Classroom 
 

 
Elementary 

 
Shiry Keltz 
Toronto District 
School Board 

This workshop will provide some valuable instructional and evaluation strategies to support 
the ELLs in your classroom. By identifying who they are, their needs and their strengths, we 
will be able to modify and accommodate their mastery of the curriculum expectations.  
Sample expectations will be drawn from various elementary grade levels. 

5D 

 
Adapting Lessons for English 
Language Learners 

 
Elementary 

 
Marsh Paryani & 
Salima Karim 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
This workshop focuses on adapting lessons creatively and critically to meet the needs of our 
diverse and inclusive classrooms. We will explore various strategies, technology applications 
and accommodations that support ELLs in the classroom. 
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6D 

 
Newcomer Summer School  
K-8: A Thames Valley District 
School Board/Muslim 
Resource Centre Partnership 

 
Elementary 

 
Jeffery Robinson 
Thames Valley 
District School Board 
Yasmin Hussain 
Muslim Resource 
Centre 
& MRC Student 
Mentors 

 
Please join us as we share the story of the evolution of our K-8 Newcomer Summer School 
in the Thames Valley District School Board.  Keys to our success include weekly experiential 
learning trips and secondary Newcomer Student Mentors, thanks to a partnership with the 
Muslim Resource Centre in London.  Come and meet our fantastic Secondary MRC Student 
Mentors! 

   7D 

 
What ESL/ELD Teachers Need 
to Know about Post-secondary 
Pathways, Guidance Support 
and Course Selection 

 
Grades 7-
12 

 
Kayla Akler & 
Florentino Gecolea 
Toronto District 
School Board 

This workshop is intended to support ESL/ELD teachers and Guidance Counsellors in the 
intermediate and secondary panels. Participants will leave the workshop with a solid 
understanding of ESL/ELD programs, course pathways, course selection in Ontario 
secondary schools, and post-secondary & career/life planning. 

   8D 

 
Towards the Inclusive 
Classroom 

 
Secondary 

 
Jennifer Allen, Tara 
Terrick, Marita 
Bootsma &  Sarah 
Shedden 
District School Board 
of Niagara 

 
This dynamic session allows educators to reflect on conscious and unconscious bias in their 
own practice while being provided with practical tools to build their capacity toward creating 
more inclusive classrooms. Participants will receive resources to use in their own classes 
and will be invited to interact with a unique artistic collaboration and identity text created by 
District School Board of Niagara English language learners. 
 

9D 

 
To Text or Not to Text: The 
Impact of Textese on 
Language and Literacy 
Development 

 
Secondary 

 
Jia Li & Zahra Harbi 
University of Ontario 
Institute of 
Technology 

 
The growing popularity of text messaging among children and adolescents along with their 
use of textese has become a concern for parents, educators and the public. What could be 
the impact on their language and literacy skills with the increasing use of textese? In this 
workshop, we analyze the perspectives of the media and the research literature focusing on 
empirical studies of textese and language and literacy skills. Major themes in the research 
findings are identified and recommendations are made for teaching practice.  

10D 

 
Scaffolding Success for ELLs 
in Academic Writing 
 

 
Secondary 

 
Luiza Mureseanu 
Peel District School 
Board 

 
This session will focus on practical strategies to support ELLs in secondary school as they 
transition from ESL to the mainstream English program. Participants will have the opportunity 
to review samples of student work and analyze how appropriate scaffolding and precise 
feedback support the success of ELLs in completing challenging academic writing tasks. 

11D 

 
Creating Positive High School 
Experiences for Newcomer 
Youth 
 

 
Secondary 

 
Fiona Yang & 
Anchugan Siva 
Catholic 
Crosscultural 
Services 

 
Newcomer youth are faced with unique challenges as they attempt to balance cultural 
expectations and high school life in Canada. This workshop will focus on the immigration 
experiences of youth, their expectations, challenges and educational goals. The workshop 
will also address how school staff and School Settlement Workers collaborate to foster a 
sense of belonging and leadership and encourage youth to succeed in high school and 
beyond.  
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12D 

 
Going Beyond Multicultural 
Potlucks:  
Culturally Relevant and 
Responsive School-Wide 
Practices to Support Changing 
School Populations 

 
All 

 
Lynn Farrugia 
Edmonton Public 
Schools 
 

 
The population of ELLs continues to grow and your classroom is becoming more diverse 
than ever before.  Our challenge as teachers is to capitalize on the intercultural mix in our 
classrooms as we celebrate the gifts of diversity that benefit everyone in the classroom. Join 
me as we explore tried and true research-based practices that can be implemented to reflect 
cultural diversity in our inclusive classrooms. 

13D 

 
Understanding and Engaging 
the Roma Community 

 
All 

 
Livia Kenyeres  
The Neighborhood 
Organization & 
Zsuzsanna Szel 
Yorktown Family 
Services 

 
Join two Provincial Roma Youth Outreach Workers for this informative and thoughtful 
presentation about working with Roma youth and their families. The presentation aims to 
build and enhance cultural capacity for service providers in the GTA. Through discussion-
based activities, participants will have the opportunity to reflect and to enhance their 
awareness of relevant issues related to the Roma community.  We will also share ideas and 
suggestions for best practices and provide attendees with useful and practical knowledge to 
take back to their work with the Roma community. 

14D 

 
How to Connect Literacy and 
Creative Arts to Support ELD 
Students 

 
All 

 
Martha MacKenzie 
Ottawa Carleton 
District School Board 

 
Educators are invited to participate in this experiential learning session focusing on exploring 
hands-on activities that link language and the arts with cross-curricular connections. 
Strategies will be modelled that foster a deeper understanding of how the creative process 
supports well-being, resiliency, emotional awareness and identity. Resources shared will 
highlight equity and culturally responsive pedagogy. 

15D 

 
What Does a Trauma-Informed 
Classroom Look Like? 

 
All 

 
Emma Wilson 
Thames Valley 
District School Board 

 
In an attempt to provide a gentle transition into the school system, the Thames Valley DSB 
offered unique classrooms to ensure a ‘safe landing’ for a group of Canada’s most 
traumatized refugees: the Yazidis.  As I share my knowledge of trauma and my observations 
from these unique classrooms, you will see how you and your classroom can help children 
heal. 

16D 

 
First Language Assessment 

 
All 

 
Grace Wu, 
Cindy Do & 
Gabriela Monosesz 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
This session will provide an overview of TDSB’s First Language Assessment program. The 
Toronto District School Board provides assessments, in many languages, of newcomer 
students’ language and mathematics skills in order to better understand and support the 
learning needs of these students.  
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 CELEBRATING LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY – Workshop Descriptions 
 

 
 
 
Session 

# 

 
Friday, May 3, 2019 (11:00 AM – 12:20 PM)  Session E 

 

 
Title 

 
Audience 

 
Presenter(s) 

 
Description 

 
1E 

 

FEATURED 
SESSION 
 
Building Bridges to 
Support Filipino 
Students 

 
ALL 

 
Jennilee Austria 
Founder of Filipino 
Talks  
 

 

As newcomers from the Philippines have now become Canada’s largest 
immigrant group, educators nationwide are asking, “How can I teach and 
support this group of learners better?” Join school board consultant and 
Filipino Talks founder Jennilee Austria for a workshop of hard-hitting 
statistics and a look at the separation of Filipino students and their 
parents, family reunification, and students’ career aspirations. 
 
You’ll learn about culturally responsive strategies that encourage Filipino 
parent and student engagement, go on a virtual tour of schools and 
neighbourhoods in the Philippines, and even get some essential tips on 
pronouncing Filipino names. 

 
2E 

 
Google Read and Write for 
English Language Learners 

 
Elementary 

 
Jim Benincasa & 
Karen McRorie 
Thames Valley District 
School Board 

 
This hands-on workshop will highlight the various tools in Google Read and Write that are 
effective for teaching English language learners. The workshop includes the opportunity to 
join and participate in a Google Classroom and sample activities.  Bringing a Chromebook 
with Google Read and Write activated will be important to getting the most out of this 
session, but is not necessary.  

 
3E 

 
Supporting and 
Understanding Refugee 
Students with PTSD and 
Trauma 

 
Elementary 

 
Ajmer Darawal 
Toronto District School 
Board 

 
Through firsthand accounts, pedagogical research and personal/professional experiences, 
this workshop will examine the effects of war and displacement in children’s mental, 
physical and emotional health, along with providing strategies to support their needs within 
the school setting.  

 
4E 

 
The Art of Questioning: 
Scaffolding to Success 

 
Elementary 
 

 
Dottie Irvine 
Toronto District School 
Board 

 
This workshop is designed to support educators in facilitating, through an equity and 
inclusivity lens, the development of students’ oral language skills (vocabulary, expressive 
language and comprehension), which are critical to inquiry-based education. Students’ 
language skills are developed through asking and answering higher-level, open-ended, 
’thinking’ questions. The role of educators is to provide systematic scaffolding to support 
the development of inquiry language that promotes student success.  
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5E 

 
STEP: Developing a Whole 
School Collaborative 
Approach 

 
Elementary 

 
Lisa Loo  
York Region District 
School Board 

 
How do you build a collaborative school culture that supports ELLs in the classroom? 
Explore a whole-school approach implementing STEP as an instructional tool to engage 
teachers using co-teaching models that differentiate programming. Learn strategies used 
to build teacher capacity and explore how to start building this vision at your school. 

 
6E 

 
ESL Novel Study – An 
Innovative Approach: The 
Walk and Talk 

 
Secondary 

 
Danaca Barnes & 
Martha Bazos 
York Region District 
School Board 

 
Tired of traditional book talks? Can’t find appropriate novels for English language learners 
in secondary school? Come and explore an interesting and innovative way to develop a 
novel study unit. An ESL teacher and a Teacher-Librarian will share their strategies and 
resources for an ESL Independent Study Unit.  Topics will include: text selection, 
collaborative strategies, portfolio development, and the impact of connecting students to 
their school and community.  
 

 
7E 

 
Engaging and Empowering 
ELLs with 20Time 

 
Secondary 

 
Chana Boxer & Sylwia 
Halas 
Toronto District School 
Board 

 
Have you always wanted to find a way to join a global citizenship movement, engage 
students, and empower them to pursue their dreams? This presentation will showcase our 
efforts to use 20Time to do just that while encouraging literacy growth at the same time. 
Please bring your own device to the session.  
 

 
8E 

 
Teaching Content Area 
Classes to ELD Students 

 
Secondary 

 
Elizabeth Clarkson & 
Margaret Wood 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board 

 
How can you apply what you know about supporting your ELD students in your content 
area classes? We will share methods for blending content with literacy-based learning 
goals and using various teaching strategies (such as small-group instruction) to ensure 
that ELD students are successful. Examples will be provided from classes such as 
geography, history and mathematics. 

 
9E 

 
Supporting English Language 
Learners in Critical Thinking 
for Writing Paragraph 
Analysis – Revised! 

 
Secondary 

 
Mandi Gerland 
Toronto District School 
Board 

  
This workshop offers a scaffolded process for teaching critical thinking while analyzing 
paragraph writing. A range of materials and exemplars will be provided for supporting 
English language learners in ESL and Applied and Academic level content courses. 
Materials include all forms of learning assessment: diagnostic tools/strategies (AfL); 
formative practice activities for class, group, and teacher-student feedback (AaL); and 
summative evaluation tasks with rubrics (AoL). 
 

 
10E 

 
Small Group Instruction in the 
Secondary ELD Mathematics 
Classroom 

 
Secondary  

 
Michelle Lang, Sky 
Cressman & Loretta 
Neufeld-VandeSande 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board 
 

 
How do we meet the needs of high school students in a grade 9 ELD mathematics course 
(MAT1LZ) when their mathematics abilities are so diverse? Through a combination of 
whole group presentation and small group activities, participants will learn how we use 
small group instruction not only to engage English language learners but also to help them 
to develop the foundational math concepts and skills they are often missing.  
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   11E 
 

 
Understanding Diverse 
Profiles of English Language 
Learners in Ontario 
Classrooms 
 

 
All 

 
Zaiba Beg, Jennifer 
Glass & Zheng Xu 
Ontario Ministry of 
Education  

 
Understanding who English language learners are in our classrooms, schools and school 
districts continues to be an important aspect in being responsive to linguistically diverse 
learners. In this reflective learning session, participants will examine current practices of 
gathering data and will deepen their understanding of using data to inform focused 
supports that ensure student success across the curriculum. 
 

 
12E 

 
Cultivating Culturally 
Responsive Spaces 

 
All 

 
AnnMarie Davis & 
Soula 
Katsogianopoulos 
Peel District School 
Board 

 
Interested in going deeper with culturally responsive practices? Join us as we explore a 
variety of practices and resources that are reflective of the cultural diversity in our 
classrooms.  Learn how to support ELLs of all proficiency levels to author original texts 
reflective of their lived experiences while showcasing the rich cultural diversity of the 
school community.  
 

 
13E 

 
Vocabulary for ELLs: Pre-
teach, Recycle, and 
Contextualize through Stick 
Around and Explain 
Everything Apps 

 
All 

 
Carol Gaudet &  
Diane Kim 
Hamilton Wentworth 
District School Board 

 
This session will explore authentic, contextualized vocabulary teaching through the Stick 
Around and Explain Everything apps. Content-related and curriculum-based, this session 
shows educators how to isolate key vocabulary from the Ontario curriculum and create 
vocabulary lessons and quizzes that teach English language learners the language they 
need to access and understand classroom lessons. Time-saving quiz samples and word 
banks will be provided.  
 

 
14E 

 
Using Running Record 
Assessment to Inform Early 
Literacy Instruction for 
English Language Learners 

 
All  

 
Stephanie Ledger 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board 

 
Through “Running Record” analysis (Clay, 1993), we will explore the unique early literacy 
needs of English language learners and the impact of oral language, dominant language 
transference, and literacy gaps.  Learn how to use this analysis to create individual and 
group profiles that provide a guide for targeted instruction. This session will include video 
examples of both elementary and secondary students.  Some basic knowledge of Running 
Record conventions and analysis is recommended. 
 

 
15E 

 
Engaging 21st Century ELLs 
through Augmented Reality 
and Virtual Reality Tools 

 
All 

 
Connie Sun, Angela 
Cochrane & Hanan 
Abu-Shaera 
Hamilton Wentworth 
District School Board 

 
Take your English language learners on adventures anywhere in the Universe without 
leaving the comfort of your classroom! In this hands-on workshop, participants will learn 4 
new AR/VR tools (Google Expedition, Mystery Skype, Live Cameras and Flipgrid), and 
walk away with knowledge to implement these tools immediately. The tools are suited for 
all levels of technology expertise, all levels of proficiency, and all grade levels. Please 
bring your own device. 
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 CELEBRATING LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY – Workshop Descriptions 
 

 
Session 

# 

Friday, May 3, 2019 (1:40 PM – 3:00 PM)   SESSION F 

 
Title 

 
Audience 

 
Presenter(s) 

 
Description 

1F 

 
FEATURED SESSION 
 
Focus on Special 
Education Needs in 
Supporting English 
Language Learners 

 

 
 

ALL 
 
 
  

 

Cristina Sánchez-
López 
Illinois Resource 
Centre & Theresa 
Young 
Sound 
Communication 
 

 

The presenters will outline their framework for designing culturally and 
linguistically responsive classroom learning environments for language 
learners with special education needs. They will highlight research studies 
and examples from the classroom to illustrate collaborative practice in action 
to support English language learners with special education needs.  

2F 

 
Universal Design for Learning 
in the ESL Classroom 
 
 

 
Elementary 

 
Rina George-
Alexander 
Toronto District 
School Board 

  
What is UDL? How does the Universal Design for Learning work with English language 
learners? Can it work with those who have had interrupted or limited schooling? Join us in my 
class’s journey with UDL.  We will be sharing our classroom experiences and strategies with 
you.  
 

3F 

 
Visual Grammar: An Alternative 
Approach to Speaking, Reading 
and Understanding Grammar 

 
Elementary 

 
Tom Majer 
Thames Valley 
District School Board 
 

 
Visual Grammar intertwines elements from Waldorf and Montessori pedagogy using shapes 
and colour to aid in understanding the morphology and syntax of language. Students will see 
sentence structures and patterns that will help them deal with specific language challenges, 
recognize errors, and bump up sentences. Teachers will see how to incorporate cross-
curricular connections with math and music to support hands-on learning.   

4F 

 
The Devastating Effects of 
Poverty and Homelessness on 
a Child’s Education 

 
Elementary 

 
Douglas Penfold & 
Kelly Marolias 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
Have you ever considered the effects of poverty and homelessness on the education of 
children? This workshop will discuss global migration and hardships that sometimes exist for 
newcomers as well as for those born in Canada. How can we help English language learners 
who are experiencing poverty? How can our students help others who are struggling? Come 
and find out how one elementary school chose to tackle this social justice issue. 
 

5F 

 
Supporting English Language 
Learners in FDK through 
Inquiry, Play, and Guided 
Practice 

 
Elementary 

 
Jennifer Sit, Debra 
Besner & Daniela 
Bucci 
York Region District 
School Board 

 
How do we support our Kindergarten English language learners with the acquisition of oral 
language? Come see how we assessed our ELLs and used this data to support their language 
development through inquiry, play and guided practice. We will share the diagnostic 
assessments that we utilized, examples of the processes of student and teacher-led inquiry 
that we planned and how we incorporated all of this into our guided practice. 
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6F 
 

 
JETS Reading and Writing 

 
Grades 7 - 
12 

 
Sean Henderson 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
JETS stands for Joy, Empathy, Thinking and Strategies. It is a highly formatted and repetitive 
class structure that seeks to maximize the literacy development of students while 
simultaneously creating a life-long love of reading and writing. In this session you will learn 
how to implement a JETS program in your class. 

7F 

 
Portraits of Promise: 
Participatory Arts and 
Storytelling with Syrian 
Newcomer Youth 

 
Secondary  

 
Yasmin Hussain, 
Wadhah Baobaid, 
Stefan Sago & 
students 
Muslim Resource 
Centre for Social 
Support and 
Integration 

 
The Muslim Resource Centre for Social Support and Integration (MRCSSI) has been working 
with Syrian newcomer youth using participatory storytelling and expressive arts strategies. A 
group of 25 youth have worked collaboratively to share their stories of migration, identity and 
hope through the creation of videos and a play which will be performed for the community. In 
this presentation, newcomer youth and MRC staff will talk about their work on these projects – 
the process and impacts – and share videos for discussion. 

8F 

 
Advancing Academic Writing; 
Outcomes of College Students’ 
Collaborative Writing Practice 
Using OneNote 
 

 
Secondary 

 
Lillian Mak & Jia Li 
University of Ontario 
Institute of 
Technology & 
Centennial College 

 
Do students using OneNote outperform students using traditional collaborative methods in 
their expository writing skills? Research tells us that collaboration benefits student learning; 
however, traditional tools for collaborative writing in the classroom can be cumbersome for 
students and teachers to manage. This workshop introduces how OneNote was applied to 
students’ in-class collaborative writing practice with a scaffolded plan to systematically develop 
academic writing. Preliminary results that compare performance between students using 
OneNote and those using traditional tools will be shared as will other pedagogical suggestions.  

9F 

 
How to ACTUALLY Make 
Cross-curricular 
Accommodations for English 
Language Learners 

 
Secondary 

 
Sharda Veoli, Jon 
Goold & Simona 
Gerstnerova 
Toronto District 
School Board 

 
Accommodations – we know we need to make them in all subject areas for our ELLs, but what 
does that mean? What do these accommodations look like in actual classrooms across 
different curriculum areas? This workshop will provide you with a foundation on how to create 
cross-curricular accommodations. You will also receive practical tools and resources that can 
be used right away in schools to help ensure your ELLs have the access to success they 
deserve.  

10F 

 
Using Digital Media in 
Settlement Services with 
Newcomers 
 
 
 

 
All 

 
Jarece Estiaga & 
Farhana Jogiat 
Catholic Crosscultural 
Services  

 
While many newcomer students may lack proficiency in the English language, they are able to 
communicate using digital media.  Coming from diverse backgrounds and circumstances, their 
stories are powerful and serve as inspiration for many.  In this workshop, you will learn how to 
use digital media to engage newcomers, build communication and leadership skills and 
enhance your students’. 

11F 

 
The World in our Classroom 
 

 
All 

 
Sonja Grcic-Stuart 
Halifax Regional 
Centre for Education 

 
Today’s multilingual classrooms must focus on creating language-rich environments through 
the development of 21st century skills (communication, collaboration, creativity and critical 
thinking).  This workshop will explore what it takes to be welcoming, engaging and relevant for 
all students in achieving success.  
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12F 

 
 

Creating Well-Being Books for 
Trauma-Sensitive Classrooms 
 

 
All 

 
Leigh-Anne Lowes 
& Stephanie Ropp, 
accompanied by 
students 
Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
 

 
We’ll take you on a journey from beginning to end of working with ELLs writing books based on 
mental health while learning about well-being.  You will learn how to create a safe space for 
students to share their stories and to understand their feelings. From there, the journey 
evolves into writing, publishing and sharing their stories with authentic audiences.  

13F 

 
ELD Swap Meet 
 
 

 
All 

 
Coralee Mathews 
Avon Maitland District 
School Board 

 
This workshop is for teachers working with ELD students across the grades who would like to 
discuss and share activities that build literacy. Attendees will contribute one favourite activity 
and take away activities from all of the other participating teachers, including some tried and 
true activities shared by the presenter. Participants must come prepared to share 20 copies of 
their activity. 

14F 

 
 
Newcomers to Canada 
 

 
All 

 
Huma Nauman  
Settlement Services 
Consultant 

 
Canada welcomes a substantial number of immigrants each year.  This presentation will 
explore why Canada needs immigrants, who is currently coming to Canada, immigration policy 
updates, classes of immigrants (immigrants, refugees, asylum seekers), issues and challenges 
facing newcomers to Canada, and supports available to assist with their integration into 
Canadian society. 

15F 

 
Two Decades of Refugee 
Stories 
 
 
 
 

 
All 

 
Marsha Forchuk 
Skrypuch 
Canadian Children’s 
Book Author 

 
Canadian author Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch's scrupulously researched stories focus on child 
refugees from WWI, WWII, the Holocaust, the Vietnam War, the Armenian Genocide and the 
Holodomor. Marsha will talk about her research and interviews with survivors and she will 
share the effect her books have on the people and communities she writes about, as well as 
their effect on readers – and on herself. 
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Registration Form Instructions 
 

TDSB STAFF REGISTRATIONS: 
1. Photocopy the TDSB Registration Form (Page 25) 
2. Complete the form, printing clearly 
3. Payment for all TDSB staff must be made via journal entry. Please fill in the box with your 

school/department’s Cost Centre number for journal entry purposes.  
4. Your principal MUST sign the form. 
5. Return the form by board courier, or scan and email to:  

Celebrating Linguistic Diversity Conference 
ESL/ELD Department, 1st Floor 
Toronto District School Board 
1 Civic Centre Court, Toronto, ON, M9C 2B3 
Ph: 416-394-7262       Email: eleanor.minuk@tdsb.on.ca 
 

NON-TDSB REGISTRATIONS: (Registrants from all other jurisdictions) 
1. Photocopy the Registration Form (Page 26) 
2. Complete the form, printing clearly 
3. Make CHEQUE or MONEY ORDER payable to: The Toronto District School Board  

(DO NOT make cheque payable to Celebrating Linguistic Diversity) 
(see Fee Structure below) and mail to: 

Celebrating Linguistic Diversity Conference 
ESL/ELD Department, 1st Floor 
Toronto District School Board 
1 Civic Centre Court, Toronto, ON, M9C 2B3 
Ph: 416-394-7262  Email: eleanor.minuk@tdsb.on.ca 
(Payment for the conference must be made in Canadian Dollars) 

 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING 

a. Conference fees are NON-REFUNDABLE  
b. Location of the Conference is at OISE, University of Toronto NOT at the Toronto 

District School Board. The conference address is: 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE) 
University of Toronto 
252 Bloor Street West (St. George Subway Station) 
Toronto, Ontario 

c. The Thursday Dinner Symposium has an additional cost of $55.00 and registration is 
limited.  

 

FEE STRUCTURE: 
 
Non-TDSB Staff Conference Fee:    $70.00 (1 day)         $130.00 (2 days)              
 
TDSB Staff and full-time Students  
other than OISE:      $50.00 per day 
 
OISE/UT Full-time Students:     $30.00 per day        
 
Thursday Dinner Symposium:     $55.00 Additional Fee (includes 3-course meal)         
Examples: 
TDSB staff attendee:  2-Day Conference Including Dinner Symposium: $50 + $50 + $55 = $155.00  
Non-TDSB attendee: 2-Day Conference Including Dinner Symposium: $130 + $55 = $185.00  

mailto:eleanor.minuk@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:eleanor.minuk@tdsb.on.ca
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FEES are Non-refundable   
 
Courier or scan and email to:     

 
 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 
Participant:                    
   Last Name      First Name 

 

Email Address: (Required)          
 

TDSB School/Department:  ___________________________________________________________________  
 

Cost Centre: _____________________________________   GL: 31500      
 
Principal’s Signature: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone School /Home or cell: _________________________    ____________________________  

                              School Phone #                                        Home and/or Cell Phone #              
 

Please Indicate by Workshop # your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices for each session.   
(Refer to attached Workshop Description List for Workshop #) 

YOUR CONFIRMATION will be sent by email and serves as your RECEIPT. 
       

 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 
 

1st choice 
 

2nd choice 
 

3rd choice 

Session # A (AM)    

Session # B (AM)    

Session # C (PM)    

     Dinner Symposium 
           

 Yes                Vegetarian                 Gluten Free                           
 

Friday, May 3, 2019 1st choice 2nd choice 3rd choice 

Session # D (AM)    

 Session # E (AM)    

 Session # F(PM)    

 

Completed Registration Form including payment with Cost Centre number must arrive at our office by 
Monday, April 15, 2019. 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 
 
Registration & CC received (DATE): _____________________________ Amount:  ________________ 
 

May 2 Workshops: A _______B_______ C _______   Dinner Symposium: __________  May 3  Workshops: D________ E_________F_______ 
 

Celebrating Linguistic Diversity Annual Conference 
May 2 & 3, 2019 

 

 

TDSB Staff  

Registration Form 

Celebrating Linguistic Diversity Conference 
ESL/ELD Department, 1st Floor 
Toronto District School Board 
1 Civic Centre Court, Toronto, ON M9C 2B3 
 Phone:  416-394-7262   Email: eleanor.minuk@tdsb.on.ca 
 

DO NOT SEND CASH or CHEQUES 

mailto:eleanor.minuk@tdsb.on.ca
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Courier or mail to:  
 
 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Participant:                       
   Last Name      First Name 
 

Email Address: (Required):        ______ 
 
School / Board / Organization:              
 

Contact Address:     City:    PC:    
 

Telephone School /Home:                  
                     School Phone #                                        Home and/or Cell Phone #              
 

 
Please Indicate by Workshop # your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices for each session.   

(Refer to attached Workshop Description List for Workshop #) 

YOUR CONFIRMATION will be sent by email and serves as your RECEIPT. 
       

 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 1st choice 2nd choice 3rd choice 

Session #  A (AM)    

Session # B  (AM)    

Session # C (PM)    

     Dinner Symposium            Yes                Vegetarian                 Gluten Free                           

 

Friday, May 3, 2019 1st choice 2nd choice 3rd choice 

Session # D (AM)    

Session # E (AM)    

 Session # F (PM)    

 

Non-TDSB registrants, please include with this form your cheque made payable to the TORONTO DISTRICT 
SCHOOL BOARD. Completed Registration Form including payment must arrive at our office by Monday, 
April 15, 2019. 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 
 
Registration & Cheque received (DATE): _______________________________Amount: _________________ 

May 2 Workshops: A_______B _______ C ________   Dinner Symposium: _______          May 3 Workshops: D _______ E_______F_________  

Celebrating Linguistic Diversity Conference 
ESL/ELD Department, 1st Floor 
Toronto District School Board 
1 Civic Centre Court, Toronto, ON M9C 2B3 
Phone:  416-394-7262       Email: eleanor.minuk@tdsb.on.ca 
 
 
 

DO NOT SEND CASH 

Celebrating Linguistic Diversity Annual Conference 
May 2 & 3, 2019 

 

 

Non-TDSB Staff  

Registration Form 


