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Division: Junior, Intermediate 

 

Title: Introduction to Communities 

Overall Language Arts Expectations Big Ideas 

 

Oral Communication 

2. Use speaking skills and strategies 
appropriately to communicate with different 
audiences for a variety of purposes 

 

Reading 

1. Read and demonstrate an understanding of a 
variety of literary, graphic, and informational 
text, using a range of strategies to construct 
meaning 

 

Writing 

1. Generate, gather, and organize ideas and 
information to write for an intended purpose 
and audience 

 

Media Literacy 

3. Create a variety of media texts for 
different purposes and audiences, using 
appropriate forms, conventions, and techniques  

 

 

 

A community is a group of people who come 
together.  

Communities exist on different scales (e.g. 
local, national, global) 

Members of a community play different roles 
and have different responsibilities.  

Communities change over time. 

All communities have universal needs. 

Communities work together on common goals 
and/or for their common good. 

 

Focus Questions 

 

What is a community? 

Why are communities important? 
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Modified Specific Expectations ELD Examples of Observable Language and 
Literacy Behaviours 

 

Oral Communication 

2.3 Communicate orally in a clear, coherent 
manner, presenting ideas, opinions, and 
information in an understandable form 

Reading 

1.6 Extend understanding of teacher-selected 
texts by connecting, comparing, and contrasting 
the ideas in them to their own knowledge, 
experience, and insights, to other familiar texts, 
and to the world around them 

Writing 

1.4  Sort and classify information for their 
writing in a variety of ways that allow them to 
view information from different perspectives 
and make connections between ideas e.g. by using 
graphic organizers such as target and Venn 
diagrams, T-charts 

Media Literacy 

3.4 Produce a media text for a specific purpose 
and audience, using some appropriate forms, 
conventions, and techniques (e.g.  a computer-
generated poster) 

Oral 

Express ideas and information using words, 
phrases, and L1, referring to anchor charts 

Use pre-taught subject specific words and 
match them to corresponding pictures  

Reading 

Access information in an illustrated non-fiction 
text, using visuals, boxed text, headings, indices, 
and glossaries 

Compare similar texts based on the same theme, 
using a Venn diagram 

Writing 

Write content specific words by referring to 
vocabulary web, anchor charts, subject specific 
dictionaries 

Share prior knowledge and experiences by 
answering simple questions, using drawings, 
English, and L1 

Media Literacy 

Create a poster, using illustrations and captions 
in English or L1 

Links to Prior Knowledge and Skills 

Students may have first-hand experience or 
knowledge about one or more of the following: 

• being a part of a community or club 
• living in an urban or rural setting 
• the idea that people may have different roles 

and responsibilities in a community 

Students may have acquired the following skills 
before beginning this unit: 

• using graphic organizers to record and/or sort 
information 

• providing and responding to peer feedback 
• making short presentations in a supported 

context 
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Modified Instructional Activities Vocabulary 

 

Activity 1: Content Vocabulary 

Ask students to complete a word web (Appendix 1) on community.  
Students are encouraged to draw and use L1 as they brainstorm 
words that relate to “communities”. 

Read “Discover Communities” by Barbara Brannon or ”Living in a 
Community” by Barbara M. Linde 

Ask students to add new vocabulary to their word web. 

Display anchor chart of key vocabulary 

 

 

Activity 2: I am a Member of… 

Refer to Appendix 2a 

As part of a whole class discussion, students sort the given words in 
the target diagram.   

 

Extensions:  

• Students use the sentence starters to identify orally or in 
writing, the relationships among the communities listed. 

• Students create a personalized target diagram filling in the 
smallest circle with their family name and subsequent rings 
with their neighbourhood, municipality, city, province, 
country, and world (see sample in Appendix 2b). 

 

*Teacher Considerations/Critical Literacy Questions 
• Why is it important to be connected? 
• What role do you play in your community? 

 

 

community 

urban 

rural 

suburban 

city 

town 

region 

country 

role 

responsibility 

neighbours 

environment 

goods 

services 

policy 

multiculturalism 

immigration 
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Activity 3: Communities in Canada 

Teacher leads a class discussion based on Big Ideas: Canada: 
Movement of People pg. 22-23 and pg. 26-27 to complete the mind 
map on pg. 28. 
 

 

Activity 4: A Day in the Life of… 

Read “Mirror” by Jeannie Baker. Students participate in a class 
discussion comparing and contrasting the parallel days of the two 
families using a Venn Diagram (Appendix 3a).  Students extend the 
Venn Diagram by adding an additional circle which compares a 
typical day in their lives to those of the characters in the book 
(Appendix 3b). 

 

Extension: 

Using Venn Diagrams, students compare and contrast two wordless 
picture books by the same author e.g. “Window” and “Home” by 
Jeannie Baker (Appendix 3c). 

 

 

Activity 5: Putting It All Together 

Teacher models how to complete a Frayer Model (see Appendix 4). 
Students work in small groups to complete a Frayer Model for the 
word “community.” 

A Frayer Model is a graphic organizer used for word analysis, 
vocabulary building and to aid comprehension of a concept.  The key 
concept is written in the center and surrounded by four categories 
to be completed by the students individually, in pairs, or in small 
groups.  Refer to www.education.com  or www.justreadnow.com for 
more information. 

 

 

http://www.education.com/
http://www.justreadnow.com/
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Activity 6: Creating a Word Poster 

Referring back to Activity 2, students will choose one of the words 
from the word bank and use the table to reflect on their roles and 
responsibilities as well as the benefits that come from being a 
member of that community (see Appendix 5).  Note: give students 
the option to choose other words e.g. school, religion, club, etc.  
 
Students will create a “Wordle” or a word poster based on the 
concepts recorded in the table.  Refer to the FAQ section of 
www.wordle.net for more information about “Wordle”.  
 
Students will present their “Wordle” or word poster in the format 
of an oral presentation. 
 
 
 
 

Assessment and Evaluation 

Assessment for Learning 
• teacher observations 

including anecdotal 
• peer groupings 
• word web on “Community” 
• anchor chart of key 

vocabulary/language prompts 

Assessment as Learning 
• graphic organizers (e.g., Venn 

diagram, target diagram, 
Frayer Model) 

• work samples 
• teacher and/or peer 

feedback 
• self assessment 
 

Assessment of Learning 
• teacher observations  
• choose a piece of work to 

add to your portfolio 
• oral presentation 
• create a poster or a 

“Wordle”  
 

http://www.wordle.net/
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Additional Resources 

 

Wordless picture books for the theme: Community 
 
Banyal, Istvan. Zoom, London: Penguin Group, 1995, ISBN 0-670-85804-8 
 
Johnson T., Stephen. Alphabet City. London: Penguin Group, 1995, ISBN 0-670-85631-2 
 
*Jonas, Ann. Round Trip.  New York: Greenwillow Books, 1983, ISBN 0-688-01781-9 
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*Please note this book contains a limited amount of written text.
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Appendix 1 

What do you know about communities? 

 

 

 

 

  

communities 
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_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

________ 

_______ 

________ 

me 

Appendix 2a 

Use the target diagram and word bank to show that a person can belong to 
different communities of varying sizes and goals (smaller circles belong to 
larger circles).  As part of a whole class discussion, students sort the given 
words in the target diagram.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD BANK:  neighbourhood, world, city, country, family, province, region 

Sentence Starters 

I belong to a family. 

My family belongs to a neighbourhood. 

My neighbourhood belongs to …… 

My ……
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Appendix 2b 

 

 



Introduction to Communities 12 Toronto District School Board 

Appendix 2b 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extension: This activity can also include curriculum expectations from Math (Patterning strand) if the students employ a 
pattern e.g., alternating colours. 
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Appendix 3a 
Project Title: 
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Appendix 3b 
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Appendix 3c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-author 

-window view 

-time passes 

-neighbourhood 
changes 

-more people 
move into the 
neighbourhood 

-boy grows up 

-he moves away 
after he gets 
married 

-the wilderness 
in his old 
neighbourhood 
disappears 

 

-girl grows up 

-she stays 
after she gets 
married 

-the community 
works to bring 
back the local 
plants 

Home Window 

Project Title: Comparing Two Books 
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Essential Characteristics 

contains a seed/seeds 

produced by a plant or tree 

can be eaten 

 

Non-Essential Characteristics 

can be sweet 

can be citrus 

 

 

 

rice 

carrots 

acorn 

 

Non-Examples 

 

strawberries 

mangoes 

tomatoes 

avocados 

 

Examples 
 

 

fruits 
 

Appendix 4 
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Essential Characteristics 

 

 

Non-Essential Characteristics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Examples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples 
 

 

community 

Appendix 4 
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Essential Characteristics 

group of people  

share a common need or goal 

members don’t all belong to the same family 

members’ actions affect other members  

Non-Essential Characteristics 

shared location 

shared experiences 

members depend on each other 

 

 

                      

 

fans at a soccer game        

tourists visiting an attraction 

Non-Examples 

 

 

 

neighbourhood 

global 

Examples 
 

 

community 

Appendix 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extension Questions:  

Based on our definition of a community, is our school a type of community?  Do you belong to any other 
communities?  (e.g., religious, ethnic)  Can plants and/or animals belong to a community? Does having a shared 
interest create a community? 
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Appendix 5 

As a member of my ________________, I 

 

am expected to…. receive benefits such as…. 
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Appendix 5 

As a member of my province, I 

am expected to…. receive benefits such as…. 

pay provincial taxes free access to hospitals 

vote for my member of provincial parliament (M.P.P.) free access to public schools 

 free access to doctors 

 public roads are fixed 

      *Please note that the highlighted words in the table were used for the “Wordle” 

“Wordle” Example: 

 

 

Other examples: 
• As a member of my family, I 
• As a member of my school, I 

 


